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22 June 2006

Shri R. Sridhar
Partner - IDEAS-RS
57 Bharat Tirtha CHS,



 
Sion Trombay Road, Chembur



Mumbai 400 071






Dear Shri Sridhar,

 

As you are aware, the NGO Council is a group of organisations which have come together at the initiative and efforts of Karmayog upon the aftermath of the floods to act as a representative body of Civil Society Organisations and the NGO sector in Mumbai, and comprises a mix of organisations with complementary expertise covering different concerns.  

 

Dignity Foundation is a signatory to a very disparaging letter dated 16 May, 2006, about the NGO Council to the Municipal Commissioner. We understand that you are a Trustee of Dignity Foundation and hence I am writing to you.


The enclosed correspondence with Dignity clearly shows that Dignity was indeed a member of the NGO Council and very much aware of the various activities including the MOU with BMC, and so it would be only fair and proper that Dignity were to write to the Municipal Commissioner confirming these two facts.

 

For your information and understanding of the matter, we would like to further clarify that it is not the intent or purpose of the NGO Council or of the MOU to marginalise the work of any NGO, and it is surprising that such an interpretation is being construed. 

The NGO Council has also neither claimed nor intended at any stage to be the ONLY channel of communication of citizens and citizen organisations with BMC. BMC has also clarified this on March 14, 2006.

 

The NGO Council acts as a representative body of Civil Society. It is an open body which members can leave or join. Decisions, even if reached collectively, are not binding on any NGO Council member.
 

We look forward to a reply because we have not received a reply to my email of 29th May, 2006, sent to Dignity Foundation.

 

I would be pleased to discuss the matter with you if you so desire.


Regards,



Vinay R. Somani 



Convenor                      Encl: 1. Email exchanged dt. 29th May 2006, 27th May 2006 & 20th May 2006

NGO Council                        
2. Letter dt. 16th May 2006 to Municipal Commissioner, BMC by Dignity


3. Letter dt. 25th Apr., 2006


4. Email dt. 27th Aug, 2005 by Dignity reg. functioning 


5. Email dt. 27th Aug, 2005 - by Dignity filled form

Email dt. 27th Aug, 2005 by Dignity reg. functioning 

 
----- Original Message ----- 

From: Dignity Foundation 

To: Karmayog.com 

Sent: Saturday, August 27, 2005 9:19 PM

Subject: Re: A thought on the functioning of the NGO Council.

My response in red.
----- Original Message ----- 

From: Karmayog.com 

To: Dignity Foundation

Sent: Saturday, August 27, 2005 12:16 PM

Subject: A thought on the functioning of the NGO Council.

Vinay, customise this letter by addressing each by name. Initially, at least  do this. Then you can graduate to group mail.
 

Everytime your headline shoudl be NGO Council, to distinguish your email from the daily karmayog info.
A thought on the functioning of the NGO Council.
We all have to still meet and discuss the modalities.
However, several people have said that we need to find a way to have discussions and decisions via email, and, have meetings, only if absolutely necessary. 
Agree strongly.
 

Mrs. Annabel Mehta of Apnalaya called and gave some ideas. Based on that, is the note below.
 

For each city-wide cause, I will send an email to the NGO Council members asking for those who are deeply interested in being involved in that cause. 
 

Those who respond will represent the Council on that issue. They will form a Cell for that issue. They will select one Co-ordinator amongst themselves. We, at Karmayog, will work with the Co-ordinator to circulate info to the NGO Council or entire NGO sector / public as desired.
 

The Cell will also invite other NGOs and experts to join in the Cell. The Cell should consist of a minimum of five and, hopefully, a maximum of ten people.
 

The Cell will co-ordinate directly with the relevant Government authority and whoever else they need to.
 

So the steps would be:
 

- Cause identified by a member of the NGO Council
- emails circulated inviting Council members to join if interested
- Cell formed from those who respond
- Cell selects a Co-ordinator
- Co-ordinator has the responsibility to take the matter to conclusion
- Cell invites other NGOs and experts (individuals or organisations) to join the Cell
- Co-ordinator deals with BMC, Government, Media, other bodies
- Co-ordinator disseminates info and invites feedback from NGOs and public via Karmayog and other means
- Since all final decisions or stand taken will be representing the NGO Council, it will be explicitly ratified by the Council -- hopefully via email itself.
- In important meetings, the entire NGO Council can be called.
 

This method seems to have the following advantages:
- more action, less discussion AGREE STRONGLY
- NGOs can take up the causes that they have deep interest in, and have flexibility and support in doing so
- NGO Council members do not have to attend unnecessary meetings
- NGO Council provides legitimacy, support, and wide participation to the cause
- NGO Council strengthens the activities of individual NGOs
 

Some of the current issues seem to be:
- flood rehabilitation efforts
- slum rehabilitation
- ban on plastic bags 
- garbage i WILL LIKE TO WORK ON THIS.
- accounting of Rs. 1000 crores of flood relief money from the Centre
- iodised salt
- dilapilidated buildings.
- citizen's commission reg. the flood
 

Please let me know which of these would you like to be involved with.
 

Do also let me have your thoughts on the above idea. I know it is disconcerting to be interacting via email instead of a face-to-face meeting. 
NO i PREFER THIS WAY.
Please do give me a call whenever convenient to you to discuss this or any other matter pertaining to the Council. Do also let me know when we can meet.
 

regards
Sheilu
Regards,
Vinay
Fort
www.karmayog.com 
 Email exchanged dt. 29th May 2006, 27th May 2006 & 20th May 2006

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Karmayog.com 

To: Dignity Foundation

Sent: Monday, May 29, 2006 10:29 AM

Subject: Re: your letter dt. May 16 to the Municipal Commissioner reg. NGOCouncilMOU

Dear Sheilu,

 

Thank you for your email.  

 

I would like to, however, draw your attention to some of the email exchanges between us (enclosed):

 

  a) email dated 26 Aug, 05, from you showing your awareness of Dignity's name in the NGO Council

 

  b) email dated 27 Aug, 05, from you giving your suggestions about the functioning of the NGO Council and especially stating strong preference to interact via email

 

  c) email dated 27 Aug, 05, from Dignity, enclosing the form duly-filled with names of Dignity Representatives for the NGO Council

 

  d) email dated 24 Apr, 06, (also sent by courier), giving periodic update on the NGO Council activities to you

 

These clearly show that there was no mis-representation on my part to BMC or elsewhere regarding Dignity Foundation and the NGO Council.

 

We have removed Dignity Foundation's name from the list of NGO Council members as desired by you. 

 

Regards,

Vinay

 

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Sheilu Sreenivasan

To: Karmayog.com 

Sent: Saturday, May 27, 2006 11:34 AM

Subject: Re: your letter dt. May 16 to the Municipal Commissioner reg. NGOCouncilMOU

Dear Vinay

 

Sorry for the late reply. 

 

You have listed DF also as you have listed so many many of them in what you chose to call as a "NGO Council". There is no implicit or explicit consent from me on this, Vinay. Yes, I was relating to you my experience when you phoned several times. But I said there is no time, and knowing fully well your attempts are futile, I stayed away and did not consent at all being a party to your plans. So many times when someone called I said, she should not call me as I do not intend joining. 

 

Apart from staying away, I have not considered it necessary to prevent any  citizen to do what he thinks will work. I never read any such stuff as they are a waste of my time. 

 

When it was brought to my notice how your "council" was being conducted on behalf of so many of us, I realised you have gone too too far with using other org's names. 

 

Whatever it is Vinay, you had no authority to go and list our org also as one in your council -- that is preposterous, and you have gone and done an  "MOU" and stuff like that. Whatever gave you such unilateral powers?  Did you get any of our signatures? 

 

I was told by my  Chief Dignitarians that you had asked them to join you.....many had reported to me....but I let that be...knowing fully well that if your work is good you will be able to attract good Dignitarians also. Apparently no Chief has joined you.

 

You have to remove Dignity Fdn's name.

 

Kindly do not bother me with more and more correspondence on the subject, as you would want to defend your action, and I am not interested in knowing that. I do not wish to waste any time then and now.

 

With regards

Sheilu 

 

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Karmayog.com 

To: Dignity Foundation

Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2006 2:40 PM

Subject: your letter dt. May 16 to the Municipal Commissioner reg. NGOCouncilMOU

Dear Sheilu,

 

I must say I was surprised to see your name as a signatory to the letter dt. May 16 to the Municipal Commissioner reg. NGO Council MOU especially considering that we did have extensive discussions at the formative stage of the NGO Council and that subsequently you said you were away from Mumbai for your old age home project and hence you would not be able to participate much in the NGO Council's activities. You also never conveyed any dis-satisfaction towards any aspect of the NGO Council's functioning.

 

Anyway, I presume that you do not want Dignity Foundation to be a part of the NGO Council.  Please confirm so that I can have Dignity Foundation's name removed from the list displayed on the Karmayog website amongst the NGO Council Member names.

 

I would like to clarify that I do not recall any communication from you either stating such a desire to opt out or stating that Dignity Foundation was wrongly included in the list.

 

Regards,

 

Vinay

 Email dt. 27th Aug, 2005 - by Dignity filled form

----- Original Message ----- 

From: SAILESH MISHRA 

To: Karmayog.com 

Cc: karmayog@yahoogroups.com 

Sent: Saturday, August 27, 2005 10:26 PM

Subject: NGO Council - is your info correct? - filled form

 

Dear Mr.Vinay,
Pls. find  below filled form for NGO Council and also for your record.
Best Regards,
Sailesh Mishra
Chief Coordinator - Govt.ID
Dignity Foundation 

 

Organisation Name:Dignity Foundation

Address:BMC Bldg.,Topiwala Lane,Opp.Lamington Road Police Station,Mumbai - 400007.
Phone:23821057,23898079
Fax:23898082
Email:dignity@vsnl.com
Website: www.dignityfoundation.com
www.dignitylifestyle.org
 
 
 
Main representative:Dr Sheilu Sreenivasan
(this is for our info only)
 
Rep 1:  Please repeat name even if same as main representative written above.
Name:Dr Sheilu Sreenivasan
Phone:23821057
Cell:9820127845
Email:dignity@vsnl.com
 
Rep 2: Name:Sailesh Mishra
Phone:23841845,23814356
Cell:9819819145
Email:sailesh2000_2000@yahoo.co.uk
 
----- Original Message ----- 

From: Dignity Foundation 

To: SAILESH MISHRA 

Sent: Saturday, August 27, 2005 8:31 PM

Subject: Kindly fill and send

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Karmayog.com 

To: dignity@vsnl.com 

Sent: Saturday, August 27, 2005 2:29 PM

Subject: NGO Council - is your info correct?

For the NGO Council, below is a) the format in which we need the details and b) the details we have currently.
Please do not correct the details. Please give us fresh details as per the format. This way, there will be no errors at our end.
Please try to not leave any blank fields. If the data needs to be repeated e.g. email id, pl do so. That way we can be sure that the data is complete and there are no errors.
Thanks.
Vinay

 

Organisation Name:Dignity Foundation
Address:BMC Bldg.,Topiwala Lane,Opp.Lamington Road Police Station,Mumbai - 400007.
Phone:23821057,23898079
Fax:23898082
Email:dignity@vsnl.com
Website: www.dignityfoundation.com
www.dignitylifestyle.org
 

 

 

Main representative:(this is for our info only)
 

Rep 1:  Please repeat name even if same as main representative written above.
Name:
Phone:
Cell:
Email:
 
Rep 2: Name:
Phone:
Cell:
Email:
 

Below is the info we have. Please do NOT correct it. It is only for you to copy and paste above. Any changes made below will be ignored. 
 

Dignity Foundation
BMC Building, Topiwala Lane, Opp. Lamington Rd. Police Station
Grant Road, Mumbai - 400 007 
Phone : 2382 1057, 
Fax : 2389 8082
dignity@vsnl.com 
www.dignityfoundation.com
www.dignityhomes.com 

Contact: Dr. Sheilu Sreenivasan
President
Cell: 9820-27845
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