
Ref: ngocouncil-ltr

24th June 2006

Shri B.G. Deshmukh

Chairman

AGNI
Peacock Palace,
Ground Floor, 
69, Bhulabhai Desai Road,
Mumbai - 400 026.

Mumbai 

Dear Shri Deshmukh, 

As you are aware, the NGO Council is a group of organisations which have come together at the initiative and efforts of Karmayog upon the aftermath of the floods to act as a representative body of Civil Society Organisations and the NGO sector in Mumbai, and comprises a mix of organisations with complementary expertise covering different concerns.  

 

AGNI is a signatory to a very disparaging letter dated 16 May, 2006, about the NGO Council to the Municipal Commissioner. Since you are the Chairman of AGNI, I am writing to you.


The enclosed correspondence with Mr. Gerson da Cunha and with AGNI clearly shows that AGNI was indeed a member of the NGO Council and very much aware of the various activities including the MOU with BMC, and so it would be only fair and proper that AGNI were to write to the Municipal Commissioner clarifying these two facts.

 

I look forward to a reply because I have not received a reply to my email of 31st May, 2006, sent to Mr. Gerson da Cunha and AGNI.

 

I would be pleased to meet you at your convenience to understand and to explain the matter if you so desire.


Regards,



Vinay Somani

Convenor

NGO Council


Encl:

1. Email dated 31 May 2006 to Mr. Gerson da Cunha

2. Email dated 29 August 2005 providing details of AGNI filled in prescribed form 

CC : Shri B.G. Deshmukh 
         41, Buena Vista, 

         Gen. J. Bhosale Marg, 

         Mumbai 400021

Email dated 31 May 2006 to Mr. Gerson da Cunha 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Karmayog.com 

To: Gerson da Cunha
Cc: Agni; Indrani Malkani 
Sent: Wednesday, May 31, 2006 10:54 AM

Subject: Re: AGNI - NGO Council, etc.

Dear Gerson,

I must say that I am surprised to read the letter dated 16th May, 2006, to
the Municipal Commissioner by Mr. Sukthankar on behalf of AGNI along with
some others.

He seems to be unaware of AGNI being a member of the NGO Council and that
you were to be the second signatory to the BMC - NGO Council MOU were it not
for the fact that you happened to be away to Goa around that period. He also
seems to be unaware that you had arranged a meeting for me with Mr. Deshmukh
at the AGNI office shortly after the formation of the NGO Council to discuss
the NGO Council. He also seems to be unaware of your active involvement and
participation along with other AGNI members including AGNI ward
co-ordinators in various meetings called by the NGO Council many of which
were with BMC at the BMC head office itself.

I presume that he did not talk to you because you were away at Cannes when
he sent the letter.

Now that you are back, I hope you will clarify the matter to him and also
let me know that you have informed him that AGNI was indeed a member of the
NGO Council and that you were kept fully updated on the MOU and the NGO
Council's various activities and that you and I met personally several times
to discuss NGO Council issues.

I would like to also clarify that it is not the intent or purpose of the NGO
Council or of the MOU to marginalise the work of any NGO, and it is
surprising that such an interpretation is being construed. In fact, one of
the criteria for being a Committee Member is that the organisation "will
hold one event that will involve all NGOs of its sector e.g. awareness,
conference". Such an activity will strengthen not only the overall cause
that an NGO focuses on, but will highlight the individual NGO and its
sterling work, rather than 'eclipse' it!

The NGO Council has neither claimed nor intended at any stage to be the ONLY
channel of communication of citizens and citizen organisations with MCGM.
MCGM has also clarified this on March 14, 2006.

Thanks and Regards

Vinay


----- Original Message -----
From: Karmayog.com  
To: Gerson da Cunha
Cc: Agni; Indrani Malkani; ratho subrat
Sent: Friday, April 14, 2006 11:37 AM
Subject: AGNI - NGO Council, etc.


Dear Gerson,

Thank you for your email and for distributing copies of the LACG Charter.

No NGO Council member organisation is bound by the NGO Council
recommendations / decisions / proposals.

We do try to have a lot of meetings. We have one for the hawker / hawking
zone today. I hope you would be attending.

We also had an NGO Council meeting on 6 April. It was, of course, at very
short notice as explained in the note of the meeting. Nevertheless, it is a
pity that you did not attend or respond.

I would like to gently remind that apart from the various meetings called in
January with ALMs, a specific meeting was held on 11 March to discuss the
LACG Charter before its finalisation. A 3-page summary sheet was circulated
before and during the meeting. The agenda was to discuss it clause by
clause. While the meeting was well attended by ALMS and you were alsp
present along with 6 other AGNI co-ordinators, there seemed to be a
deliberate reluctance by some vocal attendees in discussing the LACG
document, even though you voiced your support to the LACG concept a few
times. Thereafter, I sent you 25 copies of the 3 page summary of the LACG
concept for distribution and discussion in an AGNI meeting that you were
having the very next day. I would like to put on record that whatever
feedback we received from anyone over the next 3 weeks -- in fact, right
till the very last day -- were put up to BMC for consideration. And, I would
like to put on record that I don't think anyone associated with AGNI sent
any comments pertaining to the LACG Charter.

Over the last few days, I have reluctantly come to the conclusion (I
seriously hope that it is a wrong one) that some individuals in AGNI and
AGNI associates are trying their best to ensure that the NGO Council does
not become an effective forum for collective discussions and decisions. This
could be because they feel personally threatened in terms of importance, or
they don't like the functioning style that is being followed, or my personal
style, etc. It would be a pity for the city if AGNI were not to
constructively engage in the deliberations.

I would be happy to be present during the meeting between Mr. Sukthankar and
Mr. Ratho, if they do have such a meeting and if they were to so desire. I
would also be happy to meet Mr. Sukthankar at any time to discuss or clarify
or understand better the process that he or AGNI feels should be followed.

I would like to clarify that as of now, seeing the various viewpoints
emerging regarding hawkers, we will probably be making a recommendation
regarding hawkers and hawking zones to BMC at some point of time, and it
would be good if you can have someone at the AGNI office promptly informing
you of emails pertaining to it so that you'll could respond in any informal
or formal way as may be your internal procedure.

You have indeed stated several times the need for more face to face
meetings. I think I have arranged several on each matter that has been taken
up. If people choose not to attend, they must be made to realise that that
choice has consequences. There is also a speed and tempo that is not in my
control. As I stated in an email and phone conversation to you this week,
please advise clearly the type of dialog process that you would like to see
followed for the hawker / hawking zone discussions.

I am taking the liberty of cc'ing Ms. Malkani and Mr. Ratho so that they
clearly know my comments.

Regards,
Vinay

----- Original Message -----
From: Gerson da Cunha

To: <info@ karmayog.com>
Cc: Agni
Sent: Thursday, April 13, 2006 10:21 PM
Subject: RE: hawkers - doability aspects - pl comment


dear vinay: AGNI had a coordinators' meeting today, chaired by our vice
chairman d.m. sukthankar about the "NGO council," and "LACGs," among other
things - from a couple of remarks passed by indrani malkani, you seem to
have conveyed to her some impressions I'd like to correct - she reports
that, in your eyes, e-mails and communication have passed between you and me
that, in your eyes, commit AGNI to the NGO council and its provisions - this
could not be so, not until a proposal is placed before our board of trustees
and you hear from our chairman / vice chairman conveying a decision - this
has not happened - what I have tried to do so far, vinay, by communications
and presence at meetings is try to move a good and necessary idea forward
and get you to understand the real, not virtual, world where NGOs live -
sukthankar wants to speak to ratho but is off early tomorrow to goa - let's
see next week - thank you very much for copies of the LACG charter, which I
distributed to all and kept at the office - the "hard copies" informed and
clarified where before there was ignorance - the best, gerson

>From: <info@ karmayog.com>
>To: "karmayog group" <karmayog@ yahoogroups.com>
>Subject: hawkers - doability aspects - pl comment
>Date: Thu, 13 Apr 2006 00:05:38 +0530

 
Email dated 29 August 2005 providing details of AGNI filled in prescribed form

----- Original Message ----- 

From: AGNI 

To: Karmayog.com 

Sent: Monday, August 29, 2005 12:43 PM

Subject: Re: NGO Council - I would like to meet up with some AGNI people

Will check up with our Trustees and fix up a time accordingly,
 

Warm regards, 
 

rodney
 

 

AGNI, Peacock Palace, 69, Bhulabhai Desai Road, Mumbai - 400 026
Tel: 2368 2697   |   Fax:  2362 2492   |  Email: agni@agnimumbai.org   |  Website:  www.agnimumbai.org
----- Original Message ----- 

From: Karmayog.com 

To: AGNI 

Sent: Monday, August 29, 2005 11:54 AM

Subject: Re: NGO Council - I would like to meet up with some AGNI people

thanks
 

if you can fix up anytime this week, that would be nice.
i want to understand how AGNI works and how the NGO Council can be involved.
 

vinay
 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: AGNI 

To: Karmayog.com 

Sent: Monday, August 29, 2005 11:38 AM

Subject: Re: NGO Council - is your info correct?

Dear Vinay:  Didnt get it very clear - what info is incomplete?  Organisation details are complete.  The details not given are cell phone nos (have none) and my designation (dont have one).  Rest is complete.  Please confirm.  Many thanks:  Rodney
 

 

 

AGNI, Peacock Palace, 69, Bhulabhai Desai Road, Mumbai - 400 026
Tel: 2368 2697   |   Fax:  2362 2492   |  Email: agni@agnimumbai.org   |  Website:  www.agnimumbai.org
----- Original Message ----- 

From: Karmayog.com 

To: AGNI 

Sent: Monday, August 29, 2005 11:15 AM

Subject: Re: NGO Council - is your info correct?

The info that you have given is quite incomplete.
 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: AGNI 

To: Karmayog.com 

Sent: Monday, August 29, 2005 11:10 AM

Subject: Re: NGO Council - is your info correct?

Dear Vinay:  Given below is the info you had requested.  Thanks: Rodney
 

AGNI, Peacock Palace, 69, Bhulabhai Desai Road, Mumbai - 400 026
Tel: 2368 2697   |   Fax:  2362 2492   |  Email: agni@agnimumbai.org   |  Website:  www.agnimumbai.org
----- Original Message ----- 

From: Karmayog.com 

To: Agni; gerson agni

Sent: Monday, August 29, 2005 11:01 AM

Subject: NGO Council - is your info correct?

For the NGO Council, below is a) the format in which we need the details and b) the details we have currently.
Please do not correct the details. Please give us fresh details as per the format. This way, there will be no errors at our end.
Please try to not leave any blank fields. If the data needs to be repeated e.g. email id, pl do so. That way we can be sure that the data is complete and there are no errors.
Thanks.
Vinay

 

Organisation Name: AGNI (Action for Good Governance and Networking in India)
Address: Peacock Palace, 69, Bhulabhai Desai Road, Mumbai - 400 026.
Phone: 2368 2697
Fax: 2362 2492
email: agni@agnimumbai.org
Website: www.agnimumbai.org 
 

Main representative:
(this is for our info only)
 

 

Rep 1:  Please repeat name even if same as main representative written above.
Name:  Gerson da Cunha - Trustee, Central Office
Phone: 2368 2697
Cell:      
 
 

Rep 2: 
Name: Rodney D'Souza
Phone: 2368 2697
Cell:
 

 

Below is the info we have. Please do NOT correct it. It is only for you to copy and paste above. Any changes made below will be ignored. 
 

AGNI  - Action for Good Governance in India / JAAG
Head: Gerson da Cunha
Peacock Palace, Ground Floor, 
69, Bhulabhai Desai Road, Mumbai 400 026.
Tel: 22886531 / 22826699
Fax: 22873513
 
www.agnimumbai.org 

Contact: Gerson da Cunha
Tel: 22886531 / 22826699
Fax: 22873513
Cell: 98204-55205
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